Announcements:

February 2: USPTA California Division Fellowship in Torrance at 7:30 am Contact:

February 7-9: USTA Community Workshop in Cincinnati, Ohio Contact: 

February 16: USPTA Texas Division Fellowship in Dallas at 7:15 am Contact: 

February 19: PTR Fellowship in Hilton Head Island, SC at 11:15 am Contact: 



Prepared by Rev. Bob Kraft, Director 

Tennis Ministry International-TMI End of Year report: Dec. 31, 2002
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Our Mission:  Tennis Ministry International-TMI uses tennis to build relationships for the purpose of making disciples of Jesus Christ.

Name Change to Tennis Ministry International-TMI

New name is effective January 1, 2003 to reflect our worldwide outreach in over 100 nations.

Financial Status

Achievements: Supporting Teams formed - All expenses met this year

Challenges: First step Rev. Kraft full time ministry - New computer and software needed

My Comments: The supporting team of organizers agrees that this ministry should go to the next level of ministry and feels that financial commitments will be critical.  The first item is to raise support to get me to the U.S. from June to September 2003.  The purpose will be to set up a Community Tennis Center for training Christian coaches on how to organize community tennis programs with a Christian focus and for my attendance at the US Open Fellowship Meeting.  The second priority is to get me off the court from coaching to support this ministry, and myself and dedicate myself full time to developing these bases and both in USA and Hong Kong and the expanding ministry worldwide.  Thirdly, is to support my family and wife's full time or part time involvement in this mission.  We have set a budget of US$ $20,000-$30,000-$60,000+ respectively. 

Advisory Board
Achievements: Long standing members - Board remained stable with no changes

Challenges: Board not making any suggestions -  None using their influence for mission

My Comments: I will move towards recruiting others who are actively supporting the ministry both by networking with others for this ministry, and in addition, will commit to assisting in the financial support of this mission.  Others will be sought, particularly those who have proven themselves ready for this ministry, which will be brought in from both our organizational leadership team and other sources as the Lord leads.  We will establish a term of service on the Board for a period of 1-2 years, which will be renewable by mutual agreement

Touring Professional Players
Achievements: God is bringing us touring pro players - Rev. Kraft invited to 2003 tour events

Challenges: Christian pros have not evangelized -  Networking with others to evangelize

My Comments: This is the first year that I have seen significant progress made with this group.  Professional players that I have been in contact with are telling other players about this ministry.  Through my contacts from this group, I have received invitations to numerous tennis tournaments in 2003.  I have shared the Gospel with 70% of the top 100 players in the world for the last few years.  I have been in contact with top players, touring pro coaches and retired touring pros whilst they were traveling via e-mail.  Retired ATP player and USTA Board member, Tim Wilkinson is the fellowship coordinator for the US Open.  

Organizational Fellowship Meetings
Achievements: Growing every year - Team of 15 fellowship organizers in 11 organizations

Challenges: Organizers are not promoting year round -  Attendance in several is dropping

My Comments: Currently we have fellowships ongoing in several major worldwide organizations including: United States Professional Tennis Association: Divisional and States; Professional Tennis Registry; Intercollegiate Tennis Association; Tennis Coaches of South Africa; United States Open Tournament; Hong Kong Mens Professional tournament; United States Tennis Association: States.  In order to organize the fellowship meeting to take place, preparation work has to be done months ahead, such as contact with speakers, arrange for meeting locations, and notices sent out to the participants by e-mail.  Each group requires a team of organizers to share in the workload, such as generating ideas and contacts.  The organizers need to recruit co-organizers to work alongside with them for the development of organization.

  

Training center for developing coaches for Christian community tennis programs 
Achievements: Requests for tennis missionaries worldwide - Centralized location in Bible belt of USA

Challenges: Spend time networking with churches - Housing for Course students

My Comments:  A training center has been set up in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, USA starting June 2003.  Our ministry contacts from coaches, players, and sport missions are largely from this area of the USA.  They can be prepared and sent into the mission field.  Pigeon Forge is located in the Southeastern USA, within a days drive of 80% of the US population.  We will work with the Pigeon Forge Community Center (PFCC), as well as an established ministry called Wears Valley Ranch (website: www.wvr.org), WVR has 106 acres with camping and sport facilities, a summer sports camp and works year round with children who come from difficult circumstances.  PFCC is a new, 13 million dollar complex with seven courts, indoor/outdoor swimming pools and other amenities.  This training course will show coaches and players how to develop recreational community programs with a Christian outreach to the community and allow the coaches to grow in their own spiritual life.  The program will include classroom discipleship training for coaches with guest speakers, learning how to develop a community tennis program, learning how to present Bible studies through tennis lessons, understanding how to network with the local churches in the community, learning how to work in a secular environment with tennis evangelism, and understanding how to provide worldwide service as a tennis missionary.  I currently have 20 requests from countries requesting tennis coaches as missionaries; certainly, the harvest field is ripe. 

Website Development 
Achievements: Tennisministry.com recognized worldwide - 8000 receiving our email news

Challenges: Time management for Rev. Kraft - Website not been updated frequently.

My Comments:  I will change our website from an interactive website requiring much time maintenance from myself to a basic informational, non interactive site.  I will begin to focus more on using the email as the vehicle for communication.  The website will supplement this focus with a signup form for the newsletter, basic information on our ministry, a site search, newsletter archive, auto responders, and a member, location and contact map for the members, all of which will then be done automatically with limited maintenance on my part.  This will enable me to spend more time in writing the newsletters, researching, and conducting the daily operations of our ministry.  I hope to have this become operational in the first half of 2003.

Our Website: www.tennisministry.com 



